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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On July 9, 2012, we received the following inquiry: 

“Rev 14:4 says the anointed is virgin men. How can woman also have the hope?

To the author, thank you for your question.  Here is our response:

The scripture you refer to says:

“These are the ones that did not defile themselves with women; in
fact, they are virgins. These are the ones that keep following the
Lamb no matter where he goes. These were bought from among
mankind as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb.” – Revelation 14:4

First, please remember that Revelation is a symbolic book.  The visions John saw were
signs and symbols of other things.  

“A revelation by Jesus Christ, which God gave him, to show his
slaves the things that must shortly take place. And he sent forth his
angel and presented [it] in signs through him to his slave John.” 
Revelation 1:1

So it is not to be taken literally.

One reason we know it is not literal in this instance is because God is not partial.  He does
not favor men over women.

“At this Peter opened his mouth and said: “For a certainty I perceive
that God is not partial, but in every nation the man that fears him
and works righteousness is acceptable to him.” – Acts 10:34-35

“You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ Jesus. 
For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor freeman,
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one [person] in
union with Christ Jesus.  Moreover, if you belong to Christ, you are
really Abraham’s seed, heirs with reference to a promise.” –
Galatians 3:26-2

Further, how can being with a woman defile a man?  Lawful marriage was among the
blessings of God. 
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“Did you not read that he who created them from [the] beginning
made them male and female and said, ‘For this reason a man will
leave his father and his mother and will stick to his wife, and the
two will be one flesh’?  So that they are no longer two, but one
flesh. Therefore, what God has yoked together let no man put
apart.” – Matthew 19:4-7

“You wives, be in subjection to [your] husbands, as it is becoming
in [the] Lord.  You husbands, keep on loving [your] wives and do
not be bitterly angry with them.” – Colossians 3:18-19

And if we are to assume they are all literal virgins, that means that most of the apostles
would not be among the 144,000.  Historical records tell us the majority were married with
children, so they were surely not virgins.  

Remember also the account of the outpouring of the holy spirit at Pentecost. The spirit was
poured out on women as well as men.  Both were anointed.  

“‘And in the last days,’ God says, ‘I shall pour out some of my spirit
upon every sort of flesh, and your sons and your daughters will
prophesy and your young men will see visions and your old men
will dream dreams; and even upon my men slaves and upon my
women slaves I will pour out some of my spirit in those days, and
they will prophesy.” – Acts 2:17-18

In fact, we are not even sure the number 144,000 is to be taken literally.  Since these
portions of the vision are not to be taken literally, we can assume that the entire vision is
symbolic, including the number 144,000.  

We encourage you to look at the plain and open teachings of Jesus when it comes to our
hope, instead of the symbolic messages in Revelation.  We believe that there would be no conflict
in the two since they appear to be from the same source – Jesus.  And since we can understand the
plain and open teachings, it would be wiser to give interpretations to the signs and symbols in the
Revelation that are consistent with the plain and open teachings. 

Overall, we must be careful in assigning unequivocal meanings to the signs in the
Revelation.  Such interpretations are nothing more than speculation and if we take the
speculations too seriously, we may be leading ourselves to disappointment.  We suggest you rest
your faith on the plain teachings of Jesus and the apostles in the books of Matthew through Jude.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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