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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On January 20, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“We have not had the most pleasant of conversations recently, and this reply is in no way
vindictive. However, I do take issue with you again over "A New Commandment." You claim
that the love of brother is new and different from that of love of neighbor. "Blood is thicker than
water" they say. In fact, Isn't AGAPE love the greatest show of love, when the love for strangers
is greater for no other reason than the sacrifice is greater?  I think the "New Commandment" is
more to do with the insular and inward looking attitude of the Jewish nation that did not look
upon or fraternize with Gentiles. I believe Jesus was asking them to love Gentiles, who were
"Afar off, and alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, but now you are drawn close." A
penny for your thoughts please.”

To the author, thank you for your email.  Please know that we never take personal offense
at the comments of our visitors.  We understand the challenge of this type of ministry and we
willingly subject ourselves to it.  Please do not think we have any negative feelings toward you
because we happen to disagree on some matters.  We view you as a brother and we will continue
to do so.

Now, to your question regarding the article “A New Commandment.” You stated: ‘You
claim that the love of brother is new and different from that of love of neighbor.’ That is not
correct. The article said "it was not concerning our neighbors; it was concerning our brothers." 
In our opinion, brotherly love and love of neighbor is the same thing – what the Greeks would
call ‘philia.’  What the article states is that the love of the new commandment is a fatherly love,
and is new and different from the love of the ‘second commandment,’ which was brotherly love. 
                               

You also asked whether ‘agape’ is the greatest show of love.  We believe so.  Agape is
defined as ‘the love of God or Christ for humankind.’ It is consider a spiritual type of love and an
unconditional love. This aptly describes a fatherly love which is different and greater than
brotherly love, or ‘philia.’ In our view, and apparently in the view of the Associated Writer, the
love in the ‘second commandment’ is philia, whereas the love in the ‘new commandment’ is a
type of agape. It was going the extra mile, beyond common courtesy and beyond humane
dealings.  It is what is mentioned by Paul when he wrote:

“So, then, as long as we have the opportunity, let us work what is
good toward all, but especially toward those related to us in the
faith.” – Galatians 6:10

   
We believe if you read the scripture in context, remembering that Jesus gave this ‘new

commandment’ on the night of the Memorial Supper, you might come to the same conclusion as
the Associated Writer of the article.  This night, Jesus was making extra efforts to unify the
apostles because he knew that he would soon be gone and all they would have was each other. 
Thus, they would need a greater bond than the love they would have for those whom they were to
preach to. 
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Jesus washed the feet of his apostles as a demonstration of the type of love they were to
have for one another. This is a more personal type of love and it was directed specifically to the
apostles when we said: ‘each other.’  The second commandment is to ‘love your neighbor as
yourself.”  The new commandment is to “love each other as I have loved you.”  And we note
that although Jesus washed the feet of Judas, the ‘new commandment’ was not given until after
Judas left.

Nevertheless, if after considering these matter, you still disagree with the article, that is
fine. Our difference in opinion is merely semantics.  The important thing is that we continue to
love one another ‘just as Christ loved us.’  If you chose to widen that love out to include your
neighbors, all the better.  

“Elaia Luchnia”
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