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Dear Brothers,

This week we want to share with you an article we posted this past Saturday on
our website: www.AnointedJW.org, entitled “Heavenly Contemplations - Part II”
which indulges in some wholesome speculation and anticipation about our heavenly
inheritance.  Due to the tremendously favorable response we received to our series “The
Glorious Heavenly Hope,” we thought it would be beneficial to publish another article
designed to help us “keep our minds fixed on the things above.” (Colossians 2:2) You
can find a link to the article on our Update page.

When the heavenly hope becomes real to us, we better understand how our first
century brothers were able to faithfully endure the cruel persecution inflicted upon them
for their faith in the promises of Jesus.  We understand how Stephen, while being stoned
to death, was able to cry out:  “Jehovah, do not charge this sin against them.” (Acts
7:60) And how Paul could say:

“Consequently I reckon that the sufferings of the present
season do not amount to anything in comparison with the
glory that is going to be revealed in us.” – Romans 8:18

When our minds are firmly fixed on the things above, the trials of this system of
things are of little consequence.  We know that nothing that can occur in the future “will
be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” – Romans 8:39  

The joy set before us (Hebrews 12:2) is as bright and powerful today as it was
back then.  Yes, the heavenly hope is worth dying for.  But more than that, dear
brothers, it is worth living for.  We pray that the Father bless your contemplations,
consultations, and meditations as you decide whether you brothers will open the door to
the Kingdom of the Heavens to our entire association of brothers, and let them live.

Your brothers in the faith,
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