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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On June 21, 2013, we received the following comment:

“I conducted my last [Watchtower] study this past Sunday and I feel 20 years young
already. I told the brothers and our [Circuit Overseer] that as much as I love the friends and all
the participation on programs and the like, I love my heavenly Father that much more. There are
so many things I disagree with that I choose at this time not to go into and that was it. For me I
think I'd rather have the friends come to me and ask individually why I stepped down. That way I
can consider each according to my understanding of them. I hope all come to realize the living
hope. Thank you friends for all the encouraging articles.” 

To the author, thank you for your email.  Lately we have been hearing from several Elders
and Circuit Overseers who have decided to step down from their positions of oversight in the
congregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses due to the errors in the teachings of the Governing Body
of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Governing Body’s refusal to self-correct.  We understand why
they are making those decisions and we applaud their courage.  We elected to publish your email
here because we believe your comments will be a special source of encouragement to other
Elders and Traveling Overseers who want to step down, but are concerned that they may be
viewed as apostates.

When an Elder or other Servant steps down, they are often asked to explain their reasons.
And when they give specific and detailed answers which highlight the errors of the Governing
Body, the remaining Elders and Servants might view these answers as a sign of disassociation
and/or apostasy.  However, the author of this email chose not to give a detailed answer.  He
summarily said that there were many things he disagrees with and chose not to go into detail. 
We suspect he could just as well have said his reasons were personal in nature, and leave it at
that.  

The point is, as spiritually free men, they can decide how much or how little information
they will give.  This is one way of heeding Jesus’ admonition:

“Look! I am sending you forth as sheep amidst wolves; therefore
prove yourselves cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves.” –
Matthew 10:16

There is great wisdom in this course.  As many can attest to, coming to an accurate
knowledge of the living hope can be overwhelming.  In a person’s exuberance, they can come
across fanatical, and depending on the reasons that moved them to make the decision, they can
appear bitter and overly critical.  These are the reasons some have been disciplined or labeled as
apostates – not the decision to step down or leave, but the way and the spirit in which it is done.

For this reason, we commend this brother who chose to rest in the ‘excelling peace’ of the
living hope (Philippians 4:7) for a time before he provides his detailed reasons, if he ever
chooses to do so.  He is properly putting the emphasis on moving forward instead of lingering in
discussions about a dead hope and a stubborn leadership. 
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We are further encouraged that this brother, and those like him, are stepping down with
joy, eager to have a fuller share in the true ministry of the good news of the kingdom.  In the past,
many brothers who chose to step down and those who chose to leave the organization entirely
left downtrodden. They viewed themselves as victims who had been grossly misled.  But those
who gain the living hope are empowered.  They are victors, not victim.  And again, we applaud
their courage and we thank them for sharing their decisions with us as these emails serve to
bolster the courage of others who are considering making this move for the sake of the kingdom.  

This is a lesson we all can heed whether or not we serve in positions of oversight.  The
lesson is to make peace with ourselves as to the living hope.  Rejoice in it in our inner room and
in the secret person of the heart. Look at our brothers and sisters who have not yet awaken to the
living hope not as delusional, but as ‘sheep without a shepherd.’ (Matthew 9:36) And resolve to
join in the harvesting work.  There is a great field under cultivation, so let each of us pick a spot!
(Matthew 9:37-38)  

May the Father bless each and every one of us. 

“Elaia Luchnia” 
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