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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On September 28, 2012, we received the following comment and inquiries: 

“I have a few remarks and questions, and I would kindly ask that you would provide the
answers in your Q&A section.

“I am puzzled as to what view do you uphold regarding the heavenly hope. If I understand
you correctly, you believe that the Bible only offers ONE hope for salvation, and that would be
the everlasting life in heavens. No everlasting life on earth, then. In that regard, I have the
following questions:

“a) Do you believe that the "144.000" is a literal number? Why ?
“b) Since you hold the belief that only "144.000" are going to heaven, does that mean that

there is only hope for 144.000 individuals?
“c) Since when in history have those 144.000 individuals been gathered?
“d) In what category falls "John the Baptist"? Since Jesus was clear that he wouldn't be

part of the "Kingdom of Heavens", what is the hope for John the Baptist? Will he be resurrected?
Where to? What about Abraham? What about David? What about Job? They all believed in the
resurrection. Where to?

“e) What are the "other sheep" ?
“f) What is the "great crowd" ?
“g) If salvation is only achieved through eternal life in heavens, don't you think that God's

purpose for planet earth, as expressed to Adam and Eve, would be defeated?
“h) If salvation has nothing to do with everlasting life on earth, what is the purpose of

Armageddon?
“i) If God's purpose, as expressed in 2 Timothy 2:3 is that " all sorts of men should be

saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.", how come you teach that salvation is
narrowed down to only 144.000 ?

“j) Wouldn't it be unfair that there was no hope for all those MILLIONS of sincere, devout
Christians and servants of Jehovah in the past, that only 144.000 would be saved?

“k) What would you say about the promise made to Daniel, in Daniel 12:13? And as for
you yourself, go toward the end; and you will rest, but you will stand up for your lot at the end of
the days? Daniel was personally assured of his future resurrection. Where to?

Please be so kind as to publicly supply the biblical answers to your claims, which I find
deeply disturbing and faith-breaking, and misrepresenting Jehovah's mercy.”

To the author, we thank you for visiting our site and submitting your questions.  While the
answers to practically all of your questions can be found on our site, we are happy to comply with
your request to publicly respond to each one.  We believe that you will find the answers to be
enlightening, encouraging and completely representative of our loving heavenly Father.  We will
take your questions in order:

“a) Do you believe that the "144.000" is a literal number? Why ?

The number 144,000 appears only in the symbolic book of Revelation.  When we consider
the context surrounding the number, it appears to us the number is symbolic.  However, because it
is a prophecy, and we do not claim to be able to interpret prophecy at this time, we refrain from
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making a firm, dogmatic statement as whether it is literal or not, though our inclination is that it is
not literal.

“b) Since you hold the belief that only "144.000" are going to heaven, does that mean that
there is only hope for 144.000 individuals?

We do not hold this belief.  In fact, the entire site is dedicated to Jesus’ teaching that we
are all sons of God with a heavenly hope. 

“But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher,
whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone your
father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly One.” –
Matthew 23:8-9

“You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ
Jesus.” – Galatians 3:26

“I am pursuing down toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God by means of Christ Jesus.  Let us, then, as many of us as
are mature, be of this mental attitude; and if you are mentally
inclined otherwise in any respect, God will reveal the above
[attitude] to you.” – Philippians 3:14-15

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s sons.” –
Romans 8:14

“c) Since when in history have those 144.000 individuals been gathered?

We are unable to answer this question because we do not claim to be able to interpret
prophecy at this time so as to be able to identify for a certainty who the 144,000 are. 

“d) In what category falls "John the Baptist"? Since Jesus was clear that he wouldn't be
part of the "Kingdom of Heavens", what is the hope for John the Baptist? Will he be resurrected?
Where to? What about Abraham? What about David? What about Job? They all believed in the
resurrection. Where to?

Jesus did not say that John the Baptist would not be a part of the Kingdom of the Heavens. 
Here is what Jesus actually said:

“I tell you, Among those born of women there is none greater than
John; but a person that is a lesser one in the kingdom of God is
greater than he is.” – Luke 7:28

We believe Jesus is referring to the fact that while John preached that the kingdom was
near, he had no real concept of what the kingdom was.  He died before Jesus began his ministry
about the kingdom of the heavens.  This does not mean that John would be excluded from the
Kingdom, only that he would have a ‘lesser’ position in the heavenly kingdom than a ‘lesser’ one
who had the benefits of Jesus’ teachings.  
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Further, while men could only reach out for the kingdom after Jesus began preaching
about it, the heavenly kingdom is the destiny for all mankind who desire it, even those who lived
before Jesus.  Paul explained that mankind waited in expectation for something, but what they did
not know, until Christ came and revealed that we are were all sons of God.  

“Consequently I reckon that the sufferings of the present season do
not amount to anything in comparison with the glory that is going to
be revealed in us. For the eager expectation of the creation is
waiting for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was
subjected to futility, not by its own will but through him that
subjected it, on the basis of hope that the creation itself also will
be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the
glorious freedom of the children of God.” – Romans 8:18-21

You might want to read the article: Freedom of the Children of God for a more in depth
explanation of that scripture.

Also, please note this scripture:

But I tell you that many from eastern parts and western parts will
come and recline at the table with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in
the kingdom of the heavens.” – Matthew 8:11

So not only will faithful pre-Christian Jews be in the kingdom of heaven, but even men
from the east and the west.  Yes, all mankind is invited!

And we want you to consider one other very important point.  When certain Sadduces
inquired about who would marry whom in the resurrection, Jesus said:

“You are mistaken, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the
power of God; for in the resurrection neither do men marry nor are
women given in marriage, but are as angels in heaven.” – Matthew
22:29-30

If those resurrected are ‘as angels in heaven’ and apparently without sex organs, why
would such beings be returned to live on earth along with marry-able, fully-equipped beings?

“e) What are the "other sheep" ?

You are referring to the following scripture:

“And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those also I
must bring, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become
one flock, one shepherd.” – John 10:16

While Jesus does not specifically identify the other sheep, Paul makes a parallel reference
that leads us to a conclusion as to their identity:

“But now in union with Christ Jesus you who were once far off
have come to be near by the blood of the Christ.  For he is our
peace, he who made the two parties one and destroyed the wall
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in between that fenced them off.  By means of his flesh he
abolished the enmity, the Law of commandments consisting in
decrees, that he might create the two peoples in union with
himself into one new man and make peace; and that he might fully
reconcile both peoples in one body to God through the torture
stake, because he had killed off the enmity by means of himself.” –
Ephesians 2:13-16  

By this scripture, we believe the ‘other sheep’ are the gentile Christians who joined with
the Jewish Christians to become one flock.

“f) What is the "great crowd" ?

We assume you are referring to the ‘great crowd’ that is mentioned in the book of
Revelation:

“After these things I saw, and, look! a great crowd, which no man
was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in
white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.” –
Revelation 7:9

As we mentioned earlier, we refrain from attempting interpretations of prophecy at this
time.  So our answer to your question is that we do not know for sure.

“g) If salvation is only achieved through eternal life in heavens, don't you think that God's
purpose for planet earth, as expressed to Adam and Eve, would be defeated?

No.  The Bible states that God’s purpose for the earth is that it be inhabited. (Isaiah 45:18) 
As men and women achieve their heavenly inheritance, there will be others will be born and 
mature on earth. You assume that at some point in the future, men and women would stop bearing
children.  We see nothing to support that idea.  You might want to read our article: The Real
Hope for Life on Earth.

“h) If salvation has nothing to do with everlasting life on earth, what is the purpose of
Armageddon?

Again, you are asking us to interpret prophecy.  We cannot do that at this time.  Our
purpose, at this time, is to clarify the open and plain teachings of Jesus Christ, not interpret
prophecy. You may wish to direct your questions concerning prophesy to another ministry that
claims to know those things.

“i) If God's purpose, as expressed in 2 Timothy 2:3 is that " all sorts of men should be
saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.", how come you teach that salvation is
narrowed down to only 144.000 ?

We do not teach that.  You have us confused with what the Watchtower Bible & Tract
Society, or another ministry, teaches.  Our ministry is to correct that idea and teach that ‘all sorts
of men will be saved.’  Please see the several letters we have written to the Governing Body and
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Writing Department of Jehovah’s Witnesses seeking such a correction in Open Letters to the
Society. 

“j) Wouldn't it be unfair that there was no hope for all those MILLIONS of sincere, devout
Christians and servants of Jehovah in the past, that only 144.000 would be saved?

Yes.  It is indeed fair.  And it is not true.  The Bible does not teach that.  Our ministry is to
help others know that that teaching is not accurate.  Please read our article The Reality of the
Earthly Hope and The Real Hope for Life on Earth.

“k) What would you say about the promise made to Daniel, in Daniel 12:13? And as for
you yourself, go toward the end; and you will rest, but you will stand up for your lot at the end of
the days? Daniel was personally assured of his future resurrection. Where to?

Again, we do not attempt to interpret prophecy at this time.  However, Daniel was a
faithful servant of God, so we fully expect that he will be resurrected to the heavens.

Now, we have publicly supplied our answers to your questions as you requested.  Perhaps
you can now look at the article we pointed you to, along with the other articles on our site.  In
particular, you might also want to see Fundamental Beliefs for a Living Faith which sets forth
and explains our statement of beliefs, as well as Being Born of Spirit, and Worshiping with
Spirit and Truth.  These articles will give you a better idea of our ministry.  And please feel free
to write us again.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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